
 
 

STRATEGIC AND TECHNICAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2025 
 

Present: Cllrs Duncan Sowry-House (Chair), Dave Bolwell (Vice-Chair), 
Belinda Bawden, Matt Bell, Richard Crabb, Spencer Flower, Pete Roper, David Taylor 
and David Tooke 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Toni Coombs, Craig Monks and Belinda Ridout 

 
Officers present (for all or part of the meeting): 
Alastair Beaven (Definitive Map Technical Officer), Philip Crowther (Legal Business 
Partner - Regulatory), Vanessa Penny (Definitive Map Team Manager), Megan 
Rochester (Senior Democratic & Governance Services Officer) and Louis Wicks 
(Democratic Services Officer Apprentice) 
  

  
31.   Minutes 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16th October were confirmed and 
signed.  
  

32.   Declarations of Interest 
 
No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests were made at the meeting.  
  

33.   Registration for public speaking and statements 
 
Representations by the public to the Committee on individual planning applications 
are detailed below. There were no questions, petitions or deputations received on 
other items on this occasion.  
  

34.   VG1/2024 - Land at Birchdale Road, Wimborne 
 
With the aid of a visual presentation including plans and aerial photographs, the 
Case Officer identified the site and outlined the proposal to members along with 
the relevant legal test for registration of the land as a Town or Village Green. The 
site, known locally as “The Green”, lay on the eastern side of Wimborne at the end 
of a cul-de-sac. A recent aerial image was reviewed, noting adjacent land 
proposed for development. 
 
Members were informed that a planning application for the adjacent land had been 
refused, and a new planning application was in progress. As a result of the original 
planning application, part of the land included in the application for a Green could 
not be considered for registration. 
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The legal test for registration of a Green was considered in detail. An objection 
had been received from the owner of land to the east, raising concerns about the 
right to apply, neighbourhood cohesiveness, sufficiency of land use, and whether 
part of the land formed public highway. The applicant had been invited to comment 
and subsequently identified a cohesive locality they considered to meet the legal 
requirements as well as sufficient qualifying use. Officers had concluded that all 
elements of the legal criteria set out in the Common Act 2006 were met for part of 
the land subject to the application for a Green. Therefore, the officer 
recommendation was that application be accepted in part.  
 
that: 

a) The application VG1/2024 to register land at Birchdale Road, Wimborne 
as Town or Village Green is accepted in part; 

b) The Register of Town and Village Greens should be updated by the 
addition of the area shown on Drawing VG1-2024-5 attached at Appendix 8. 

 
 
Public Participation 
Mrs J Whitfield reported that she had lived on Birchdale Road for 50 years and 
had used the green throughout that time. She explained that the area was 
originally created as a green area for the enjoyment and recreation of the 
residents as part of the estate’s development. After the developer became 
bankrupt, residents continued to use it as a safe children’s play space. With no 
other play area within a 30-minute walk, the green had served as a valued 
community space for social events, including coffee mornings and barbecues, and 
featured a donated bench and a jointly maintained garden. She stated that the 
green had strengthened community bonds and expressed her wish for it to be 
preserved for future generations 
 
Members questions and comments 

• Clarification was sought regarding the ownership of the land in cases 
where the previous owner had gone bankrupt and the Crown had not 
claimed the asset 

• It was noted that the space had been well used by residents and 
members expressed best wishes for many more years of community 
use and celebration on the green.  

 
Having had the opportunity to discuss the merits of the application and an 
understanding of all this entailed; having considered the officer’s report and 
presentation; the written representatives; and what they had heard at the meeting, 
a motion to APPROVE the officer’s recommendation to ACCEPT IN PART as 
recommended, was proposed by Cllr David Taylor, and seconded by Cllr David 
Tooke, subject to conditions set out in the officer report.  
 
Decision: To accept in part for the reasons set out in Section 11 of the officer’s 
report. 
  

35.   Urgent items 
 
There were no urgent items. 
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36.   Exempt Business 
 
There was no exempt business.  
  
 
Decision Sheet 
 
 

Duration of meeting: 10.00 - 10.25 am 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 

 
 

 
 



This page is intentionally left blank



Strategic and Technical Planning Committee 
Tuesday 25th November 2025 
Decision List 
 
 
Application: VG1/2024  
Application Site: Land at Birchdale Road, Wimborne  
 
Proposal: To amend the Register of Town and Village Greens by the addition of an 
area of land known as The Green, Birchdale Road, Wimborne, as shown on Drawing 
VG1-2024-5 attached as Appendix 8 in the report. 
 
Recommendation:  
That:  
 

a) The application VG1/2024 to register land at Birchdale Road, Wimborne as 
Town or Village Green is accepted in part;  

b) The Register of Town and Village Greens should be updated by the addition 
of the area shown on Drawing VG1-2024-5 attached at Appendix 8.  

 
 
Decision:  
   
That:  
 

a) The application VG1/2024 to register land at Birchdale Road, Wimborne as 
Town or Village Green is accepted in part;  

b) The Register of Town and Village Greens should be updated by the addition 
of the area shown on Drawing VG1-2024-5 attached at Appendix 8.  

 
Reasons: 

(a) The proposed registration meets the legal criteria set out in the Commons 
Act 2006. 

(b) The evidence presented to the Council demonstrates that application 
VG1/2024 should be accepted in part and the relevant area of land 
registered as a Town or Village Green. 
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